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CLAIMS 




A method of a user interacting with an Internet, comprising: 
tracking interactions of the^^ with an Internet; 

analyzing said traclaed interactions to determine at least a pan of a nser profile; and 
modifying a pluralitjr of future interactions of said user with computers on said Internet, 
responsive to said user prome, by modifying at least oi^ of a presentation of information to 
said user or a functional response of a computer to input firom user, 

wherein said plurahty\of modified interactions comprise interactions with the site- 
content of a plurality of unrelated sites. 
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2. A method according to claim 1, wherein said tracking comprises tracking at a computer 
at which said user accesses the Inremet. ^ 

3. A method according to claimyi or claim - 2 , wherein said tracking comprises tracking at a 
tracking computer which tracks a plurality of users. 

4. A method according to claim wherein said tracking computer is physically remote 
from said plurahty of sites. 

5. A method according to any of cIouilg - I 4 , v/herein said analyzing comprises analyzing 
previously acquired tracking data. 

6- A method according to any of otanns wherein said analyzing comprises analyzing 
of currently acquired tracking data. 

7. A method according to -aHy-of"Cliliii5ii "t^, ^herein said user profile is maintained as a 
virtual personality, which is a complex of characteristics that distinguishes an electronic 
person, for the purpose of interacting with an Internet. 

8. A method according to claim 7, wherein said viraual personality comprises a persona, 
which is a static aspect of a personaHty. 
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9. A method according to claim 7, wherein said virtual personality comprises a mood, 
which is a dynamic aspect of apersoTialily. 

10. A method according toyclaim 9, wherein said mood comprises a nish mood, which 
5 favors fast responses. 
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11. A method according to claim 8, wherein said persona comprises a meticulous persona, 
which favors complete responses. 

12. A method according to any of claims 7 1 4 , wherein said personality comprises 
geographical information. 

13. A metliod according to -aa^cW f zUims r^r^. wherein said personality comprises 
demographic information. 

14. A method according to jiny of cMims wherein said personality comprises interests 
and preference information. 

Cic^:X) 7 

l3>. A method according to ^y of Alaimj 7^1 4, wherein said personality comprises 
marketing information. 



16- A method according to -aey 
identification and contact infoTm.ation. 
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-rHr5, wherein said personality comprises 
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17, A rnethod according to -aajr- of claimt--?=+6, wherein said personality comprises 
relational infoimation, which defines relations beWeen various aspects of the personality. 

IS. A method accordmg to -a ny of claimg - y-l? , wherein said personality comprises 
reflective information, which defines how a personality changes and/or interacts with other 
electronic entities. 

19. A method according to^aa y of claims 7-1 ^^ wherein said user selects a particular \drtiial 
personality from a plurahty of personalities to which to atfribute said tracked interactions. 
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20. A method accordina to a ny o# =e lami5 I - IO , wherein said future interactioiis comprise 



searching. 

21. A method according tA any of n i nim n 1 wherein said future interactions comprise 
v-iewing presented data. 

22. A method according to \ claim 21, wherein modifying said interactions comprises 
changing a layout of data. 



10 23. A method according to c\a|ni 21, wherein modifying said interactions comprises 
changing which data is displayed. 



□ 

in 
D 

ru . 

m 
n 



15 



25 



cil 



24. A method according to a ny - 
downloading files, 

25. A method according to ^ajc- 



35-4-33, wherein said future interactions comprise 



-b^, wherein said future interactions comprise 



WWW navigation. 

26. A method of user virtual personalitAmaintcnance, comprising: 

interacting with an Internet via a virtual personality, which is a complex of 
ciiaracteristics that distinguishes an electroniip person, for the purpose of interacting with an 
Internet; 

tracking at least one user activity of inte^p^ctifon ^^th an Internet; and 



modifying said virtual personality respond 
wherein sard virtual personality is user- 
different sites. 



to said user activity, 
4leQi/e?^r interaction with a plurality of 



30 



27. A method according to claim 26, wherein 
said virtual personality, wherein a mood is a dyn; 



tdifi^g comprises modifying a mood of 
amic\a3pect of a perscnaUt>\ 



28. A method according to claiiii 26 or rhim 21, comprising a user selecting said virtual 
personality to be modified. 



29. A method of user vimial personality maintenance, copaprising: 
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providing first virtual personality, which is a complex of characteristics that 
distinguishes an electronic person, ror the purpose of interacting wi th an Internet: 

copying at least a part of sai d first virtual personality into a second vimial personality; 



and 



selecting said second virtual 



personality, by a user, to interact with an internet. 




30. A method according to clai{ni^2Sl^ comprising further modifying said second? virtual 
personality, 

10 3L A method according to clai|i 29 claim wherein providing said first virtual 
personality comprises: | / ^ 

providing a library of virtual ppsonalities; and 
selecting said first virtual personality firom said Ubrar}\ 

A method of virtual personalityUnteraction with an Intemet, comprising: 
providing a virtual personality. Which is a complex of characteristics that distinguishes 
an electronic person, for the purpose of interacting with an Intemet, through which virtual 
personality an interaction with an IntemeT is meditated: 

sj requesting an interaction, with ^aid Internet, by a user with v/hom said ^/irtual 

m 

^ 20 personality is associated: 

Q identifying at least one prospective ^ite for ihe interaction, firom a plurality of unrelated 



sites; 



25 



automatically analyzing a content of^aid site, by a computer, to determine a match to 
said virtual personality; and 

electing to perform said interaction o\ modifying a performance of said interaction 
responsive to said analysis. 
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33. A method according to claim 32, wherein|; 
least one trait of said site. 



ig a content, comprises determining at 



34. A method according to claim 32 et ^Uiiiii i 3 ^ wherein analyzing a content comprises 
determining an ambiance of said site. 
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35. A meth^ according to tey-ofTrfaims.S2-34, wherein analyzing comprises analj'zing 
lexicographical characteristics of said site. 

36. A method a<^ording to S y^oif wherein analyzing comprises anal>'zing 
5 graphical characteristi6;s o f said site. 

37. A method accordmg to .aay- of rhims 32 - 3 6, wherein identifying at least one site 
comprises identifying a plurality of sites. 

10 38. A method accordingyo claim 37, wherein identiiying comprises searching 
Internet search engine. 

39. A method according to^ ofcl^m 32 -S « . wherein said virtual personality comprises 




D 15 



a mood, which is a dynamic aspefct of a personaUty. 



^Jh- 40. A method according to ^J^&im*-5a-3S, wherein said virtual personality comprises 
a persona, which is a static aspect of a personality. 



V 

5 41. A method according to aiQ^oH^tSml fe* wherein said interaction is performed to 

J 20 complement said \'irtual personality. 

B \ 

^ ^2. . A method accordmg to -aHy-ofxiaa^^S^, wherein said mteraction is performed to 

match said virtual personality. 

25 43. A method of Internet interaction by a single user, comprising: 

selecting, from a remote location, by the us^ one of a plurality of virtual personalities 
available for interaction with a particular site, whWin a ^imial personality comprises a 
complex of characteristics that distinguishes an electroT^person, for the purpose of interacting 
witli an intemet; and 

interacting with the particular site using the selected ^rtual personality. 

44. A metliod of site ambiance provision, comprising: 

requesting an ambiance of a site, said request includmg anWtification of the site; and 
determining an ambiance of said site, responsive to said idert^fication; and 
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responding to said '^uest with al least an i^idication of said ambiance. 

45. A method according to claim 44, wherein determining an ambiance comprises 
retrieving said indication of an ambiance from a memory. 

5 1 

46. A method according! to wherein determining an ambiance comprises 
analyzing said site. 

47. A method according jo claim 44, wherein detennining an ambiance comprises 
iO requesting an indication of said ambiance from said site. 

48. A method according tl claim 44. wherein determining an ambiance comprises 
p requesting an indication of said ambiance from an ambiance server. 

49. A virtual personality server, comprising: 
a connection to a user, through which said user indicates a desired Internet interaction; 
a connection to a WWW sik with which the user interacts, said connection adapted to 

connect to a plurality of mirelated w;VW sites for interaction with by said user; and 

a virtual personality adapter. Which adapts said interaction by modifying at least one of 
I 20 a presentation of infonnation from sakl site to said user or a functional response of said site to 
input from user, utilizing a virtual personality for the user, wherein a virtual. personaUty 
comprises a complex of characteristics ^at distinguishes an electronic person, for the purpose 
of interacting with an Internet. 

25 50. A server according to claim 49, wh^em said connection to a user is operable to receive 
a selection of a particular virtual personality hy said user. 

51. A server according to claim 49 o r oloiA 5 Q, wherein said ser\'er modifies said virtiial 
personality responsive to said modified interactioi 
30 , 

A server accordmg to any nf r b i ms ^9 51 , wWein said virtual personality comprises 

persona, v/hich is a static aspect of a personality. 
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53. A server according to any of olaimo 4 9 52 . wherein said virtual personality comprises a 
mood, which is a dynamic aspectlof a personality. 



D 

m 

D 

□ 



10 




20 



30 



54. A method of virtual personality serving, coinprises: 
connecting to a WWW sitejl^ to request an interaction; 

determining, at said WWW site, a desired virtual personality adaptation of said 
interaction, wherein a virtual pksonality comprises a complex of characteristics that 
distinguishes an electronic person, for the purpose of interacting with an Internet; 

completing said interaction, by said WWW' site, responsive to said determined virtual 
personaUty adaptation, wherein saidWsired adaptation comprises modifying at least one of a 
presentation of information from saidlsite or a functional response of said site to input. 

55. A method according to cla&n 54, wherein determining comprises receiving an 
indication of a desired virtual personal^ from a virtual personality server. 

56. A method according to claim 55, wherein said virtual personahty server is located at a 
location remote from said WWW site am from a location at which said connection is initiated. 



57, A method according to claim 55, 



20 location from which said connection is imtiated. 



wherein said virtual personality server is located at a 



5S. A method according to claim 54 



personalitj' information from a computer i 



wherein determining comprises reading virtual 
t a location from which said connection is initiated. 



59. A method according to claim 55 u ? t r olaiiu wherein said virtua.1 personality server 
generates a one-time virtual personality for said interaction. 



60. 



A method according to any o f cla i ms 5 4-5 9, wherein said desired virtual personahty 
adaptation comprises a mood-responsive adapWon, wherein a mood is a dynamic aspect of a 
personality. 

61. A method according to-aa y o f claims 54^6 9, wherein said desired virtual personahty 
adaptation comprises a persona-responsive adaptati&n, wherein a persona is a static aspect of a 
personality. 
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62. A method ofls^ite matching to a virtual personality, comprising: 
providing a Itet of relevant sites; 

analyzing ea Af said sites to determine a match with said virtual personaUty, which is 
a complex of characferistics that distinguishes an electronic person, for the puipose of 
interacting with an Internet; and 

grading said sites\ responsive to said analysis. 



63. A method accordiAg to claim 62, wherein providing a list comprises executing a search 
10 on an Internet search engirie to provide said list. 
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64. A method according to claim 62, wherein providing a list comprises retrieving a 
plurality of matches from a n^e server. 

•15 65. A method according to ^y of'daii i t 62 -64, wherein analyzing comprises analyzing at 
least one of said sites responsive to a presented ambiance. 

o6. A method according to any )af claims 62 6^ , wherein analyzing comprises analyzing at 
least one of said sites responsive to atoresented trait. 



20 



67. A metnod according t&. an>^ of cyma 62-60 , wherein analyzing comprises analyzing a 
content of at least one of said sites. 



IK-^ 68. A method according to.a ny of c l aW>62 . 67 , comprising displaying said graded Hst. 



25 



69. A method according to 
graded site of said list. 





- 62 67 , comprising displaying only a highest 



70. A method of advertisement personalization, comprising: 

determining an instantaneous virtual personaHty of a human interactor, wherein a 
virtual personality comprises a complex of characteristics that distinguishes an electronic 
person, for the purpose of interacting with an Internet, said virtual personality including a 
mood, which is a dynamic aspect of said personality; 

selecting at least one advertisement to match said vimial personaUty; and 
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presenting said advMtiseinent to said interactor. 

71. A method accorditig jo claim 70, wherein said advertisement is presented through an 
Interaet. 

5 

11. A method according to llaim 70 o r claim 71 , wherein said virtual personality comprises 
a persona, which is a static aspect of a persoaaHty. 

73. A method according to nn y n f oh ims ' 7 ^, comprising selecting said virtual 
1 0 personality from a plurality of available virtual personaUties. 

74. A method according to-ai^)^i5felaijHsJZ0J?2, wherein sa^ 
p by said iuteractor. 

s 

D 15 75. A method ofWWW site modification, comprising: 

LU detecting at the WWW sit^ a desired mteraction from a particular A.Trtual personaUty, 

g which personality comprises a complex of characteristics that distinguishes an electronic 

person, for the purpose of interactins with an Internet; 

detemiming a suitable modi^cation of at least one characteristic of said site to match 
said virtual personality; 

responding to said desired iAteraction with a response indicating a match of said 
modified characteristic to said virtual personality; and 

modifying said site in associktiou with providing said site during said desired 
interaction to a user associated with said Virtual personaUty. 

76. A method according to claim 75,yherein said modification comprises modifying a 
display layout. 

ay 77. A method according to claim 75 or^laim - 76 , wlierein said modification compnses 
20 modifying a level of detail shown. 

^ 78. A method according to claim 75 ^ r cl i p 76 , wherein said modification comprises 
selecting data to be displayed. 
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79. A method of d^ta directory display, comprising: 
requesting a display of data from a data directory; 

providing, in association with said request, a \'irtaal personaUty for said request, which 



personality comprises a\complex of characteristics that distinguishes an electronic persoxi, for 
the purpose of interacting^with an Internet; and 

displaying said data, responsive to said viraial personality. 



80. A method according^ to claim 79, wherein said virtual personality is provided as part of 
said request. 



iO 



^ 81. A method according^ to claim 79 o r claim - 80 , wherein said displaying comprises 

filtering. 

82 . A method according to Waim 79, wherein said displaying comprises sorting. 

S3. A method according to ilaim 79, wherein said displaying comprises controlling a level 
of detail. 

84. A method according to 'plaim 79, wherein said displaying comprises controlling 
J 20 spatial layout of said data. 




85. A method of data directoryldisplay, comprising: 

requesting a search from a\ search engine, using at least one keyword, which request 
includes a virtual personality for kaid request, which personaUty comprises a complex of 
25 characteristics that distinguishes an\electronic person, for the purpose of interacting with an 
Internet; 

inteipreting said key-word at sWd search engine, utilizing said virtual personaUty; and 
performing said search reque^ by said search engine, utilizing said iuteipreted key- 
word. 
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86. A method according to claim ^, wherein said search engine comprises an Internet 
search engine. 



87. A method of Internet search, comprising: 
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search engine; 
search criteria, by said user; 

sites by the search engine, utilizing said search criteria. 



a user connecting to an Int 
providing the search e ngin e 
performing a search for 
obtain search results; and 

filtering said search results atiliziJag personal information associated with said user; and 
presenting said filtered search results to said user. 



88. A melhod according 
computer from said searching 



to\l^ 87, 



wherein said filtering is performed at a different 
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89. A method according to claim S7 or claim 88 , wherein said personal mformation is 
provided using a virtual p^sonality, which comprises a complex of characteristics that 
distinguishes an electronic peA>n, for the purpose of interacting with an Internet. 



15 90. A method according to claim 87, wherein said personal information is provided as a 
non-keyword input to said search emgine. 

91. Am ethod of interacting with a computer; 

providing a software applicatioh having a user interface on said computer; 
. 20 providing an electronic represeidation of at least part of a user's desired personality; and 

said software modifying its interl^ction with said user, responsive to said representation 
of said personality. 
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92. A method accordmg to claim 91 , wherein said softvi'are comprises an hiicmet Browser. 

93. A method according to claim 91 or olpm 92 , wherein said software modifies a visual 
display of said interface. 



94. A method accordmg tO .My-ofrIamis-9t^, wherem said software modifies a behavior 



30 of said interface. 



95. A method according to o/dl i m2 -k=94,\wherein said software modifies a menu 
length of said interface. 
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(/Vl^ 96. A method according t<^ any o f claims 91 95 , wherein said software modifies a help level 
of said software. 

ila. m ^ / 

(}. 97. A method according to oi^y of daimo 91 - 9 6, wherein said software modifies a level of 

5 detail presented by said software. 

0^ 98. A method according to -any^,fxdaifflS~9W, wherein said software modifies a display 

format of said software. 

O-^ 10 99. A method according to .a^ro^T:feims-94-9«, wherein said software modifies an miage 
quality of said software. 

100. A method according to aay-ei ^yms 91-99 , wherein said software modifies a response 
m time of said software. 

W 101. A method of utilizing an clectr<^^ic representation of a user's desired personality, 

Ln rV^\ comprising: 

Q \ vj storing said representation on a comAuter-readable storage media; and 

H interacting with a computer xising l^aid representation, wherein said representation 

p 20 mediates the interaction. 

□ 
D 

102. A method according to claim 101, whcr^ said computer comprises a remote computer 
connected to an Intcmet. 

25 103. A method according to claim 101 or claiA 102 , wherein said computer comprises a 
controller of an automated store. 

104. A method according to clahn 103, wherein saictoediation comprises varying a range of 
offered selection of products. 
30 . 

(j^^ 1 Od . A method according to any ofclaimfl 101 10 4, wh^ein said media comprises a diskette. 

^ 106. A method accordmg to . any of oIoimB W Sy^QA, wheAein said media comprises a smart 
card. 
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107. A method according to nhy o f nlnimr - 101-10 4, wherein said media comprises printed 
optically readable codes. 

108. A method according to ^ny\of claims 91 - 107 , wherein said representation is generated 
by tracking a plurality of interactions of said user with an Internet. 

109.. A method according to .My-dhelai3ns_aL4<)6, wherein said representation comprises a 
represeaitation of a persona, which is alstatic aspect of a personaUty. 

110. A method accordmg to any of dJaima 01 109 . wherein said representation comprises a 
representation of a mood, which is a d>7XBmic aspect of a personality. 

111. A method according to any o'f^cln iTn> 7 ^1110 , wherein said desired personality 
comprises a true personality of said user. 
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